
OANY Views

For more news and updates, visit our website at  www.oany.org 

I would like to start this 
message off by once again 
offering my apologies to those 

that attended our September 
meeting.  I have spoken with Barry 
and he feels terrible about the 
miscommunication that occurred 
and him missing the seminar that 
was supposed to been given.  As 
the saying goes, there is a first time 
for everything.  Once again, please 
except our apologies.  We promise 
that our October meeting will have 
a continuing education credit.
The board is working hard to 
put together a very enjoyable 
November 15th credit program 
at Dave & Buster’s in Westbury.  
We will be sending out more 
information about this event in the 

coming weeks.
I would like to offer a special 
thank you to both Jeannine Roy 
and Alana Clarke from WestGroup 
for sponsoring our September 
meeting.  We appreciate your time 
and effort.
I would like to turn the tables 
on our members.  Every month, 
I try to give everyone the best 
information I have available about 
upcoming events from OANY and 
any industry buzz.  Now I’m going 
to ask everyone to take a moment 
and let us know if there is anything 
you would like OANY to be 
doing, any continuing education 
programs you would like to see, 
any events you would be interested 

in attending or anything else you 
might like us to be involved in.  We 
need your input, running OANY 
requires everyone’s participation, 
even if it’s in some small way.  Let’s 
all get involved and work to make 
us a forceful voice in the industry.
I would also like to take a moment 
to offer my condolences to the 
family of Larry Roth.  All of us are 
aware of what Marchon has meant 
to the industry and everyone’s 
business.
I look forward to seeing everyone 
at our October meeting.  Thank 
you.

Steven Lehrer
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Welcome to the October 2026 Issue of OANY Views 
In this Issue

Oct. 2026
Volume XVI

Issue II

Join Us at Our Upcoming Meeting at
MARIO’S RISTORANTE

635 Old Country Rd. Plainview, NY 
On Wednesday, October 21, 2026

Sponsor:	 IOT America
Speaker:	 Barbara Malobabich
Presentation:	 Taming the Rainbow
CE Credit:	 1 Ophthalmic Dispensing Credit

Tentative 2026-2027 Schedule

https://www.opticiansallianceofnewyork.org/
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OANY News

We would like to congratulate Judy Deucht.  She was the winner of our 50/50 raffle at 
our September meeting.

Congratulations to The Heller Family

Westgroupe Gift Raffle
We would like to thank Jeannine Roy and Alana Clarke from WestGroupe for sponsoring 
our September meeting as well as their generosity in providing a special assortment gift 
bag for our raffle.  Congratulations to Fred Rapps who was the winner of the gift bag.

We would like to congratulate Paul and Valarie Heller’s oldest son and daughter-in-law, 
AJ and Toni-Ann, on the birth of their son, Mason Andrew born on September 15th.

Therapy For the Eyes: Specialty Spectacle Lenses
As Eyecare professionals, we are attuned to our patient’s visual needs.  We seek solution 
to enrich the lives of those we care for.  But what happens when visual issues intersect  
with other complaints.  Read the comprehensive article from 20/20 magazine for some of 
the lens advancements you can consider.

Winner of our 50/50 Raffle

https://www.2020mag.com/article/therapy-for-the-eyes-specialty-spectacle-lenses-rxpertise
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Pictures From Our Sept. Meeting
Our OANY Members Who Join us for the Education and Camaraderie

Photos by Drew Washton

Paul Heller, left and Mark Cohen Ralph Barocas, left 
and Michael Kwartner

Diane Salter and Steven Lehrer Alan Smith Jim DeCicco

Thank You to Our Sponsor

Thank you to Alana Clark, 
left and Jeannine Roy, 
from WestGroupe, 
for sponsoring our 
September meeting.

 Steven Lehrer, right, 
OANY President, presents 
our special recognition 
award to Jeannine Roy, 
from WestGroupe.
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More Pictures From Our Sept. Meeting

Judy Deucht and  
Peter Bacotti

Brian Gerard, Left and 
Rick Miller

Left to Right, Chuck Abramson, 
Wendy Hollander, Lisa Greenwald

Fred Rapps Devon 
Morton



1. For gray polycarbonate & CR39 lenses with a premium anti-reflective coating fading back to 70% transmission @ 23°C.

NuPolar and Drivewear are registered trademarks, and Camber is a trademark of Younger Mfg. Co. Transitions and Transitions logo is a trademark of Transitions Optical, Inc., used under license by Transitions Optical 
Limited. GEN S is a trademark of Transitions Optical Limited. Photochromic performance is influenced by temperature, UV exposure and lens material. 

Gray-3

Gray/Gray SilverBrn/Gray BlueBrn/Brn Gold

Gray-1

Brown
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BRIGHT SUN OUTDOORS // Dark Brown

SUNNY IN THE VEHICLE // Copper

OVERCAST/LOW LIGHT // Olive green for higher contrast

THE BEST TRANSITIONS LENS FOR 
DAYTIME DRIVING.

OLIVE GREEN to COPPER 
to DARK BROWN

ULTRA-RESPONSIVE TO LIGHT
Fadeback in less than 2 minutes1*

ONLY POLARIZED LENSES 
BLOCK BLINDING GLARE! ADVANCED CURVE TECHNOLOGY

For Progressive RX Wearers

Premium Lens Technology for 
Excellent Vision Correction
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Supporting the Independent ECP
For over a century, we've partnered with 
independent eye care professionals like 
you—o�ering precision craftsmanship, 
personalized service, and real practice 
support.

From expert business consulting to 
practice growth programs, Walman 
Optical is more than a lab—we're your 
behind-the-scenes partner in practice 
success.

Your Success, Backed by Our Legacy
Your Trusted Partner in Patient Care Since 1915

100+ Years of Trusted Service

Unmatched Lab Network
Multiple locations across the U.S. to ensure fast, 
accurate delivery.

Education For The Whole Sta�
ABO prep courses, CE events, and on-demand 
education built for your team.

Profit-Driving Programs
Product and profitability assessments, KPI 
tracking and practice management tools to 
help grow your business.

One Lab. Every Patient.
Private Pay, VSP, EyeMed, VBA®—we’ve got 
your plans covered.

Why Eye Care Professionals 
Choose Walman Optical

Experience the Di�erence of Walman Optical as Your Lab 
Partner of Choice!
www.walmanoptical.com/ny

Call: 877.863.2759 Visit: www.walmanoptical.comFocused On Your Success.
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Legislative Report and Other 
Important News in Our Industry

Editors Note:  Our Legislative Report will continue each month in memory of  
Anthony Rebaldo, who founded this column.

•	 GoodRx has 7 suggestions on how consumers can save money on 
eyeglasses.  Check out the article.

•	 Science Corporation, a startup developing novel brain-computer interfaces 
won approval from Europe’s medical device regulator to begin selling a 
device that restores vision lost from age-related macular degeneration

•	 The New York State Education Department, Office of the Professions, has a 
section for consumer information for Ophthalmic Dispensing. Read about it  
here.

Name That Tune
Let’s step away from the Optical industry for a few minutes and have a little fun.  Below you will find clues to 4 
songs.  With the clues given see if you can “Name that Tune.”  If you get all 4 right you either really know your music 
or your very old.  Resist “Googling” it to find the name.  You can find the answers on page 12.
If this proofs to be popular, we’ll continue it each month and may even make it better by including wave files for 
each song.  We may consider offering gift cards for correct answers.  Anyway, have fun and good luck.

Important 
Industry 

News

Song #1
•	 This song was released in 1968.
•	 It was an ambitious orchestral pop-suite written by 

Jimmy Webb.
•	 It was first recorded by an Irish actor and singer.
•	 It was the lead single from this singers debut studio 

album, “A Tramp Shining.”
•	 It had a record-breaking length running at 7 minutes 

and 19 seconds which was unusually long for a pop 
single at the time.

•	 Webb was inspired by a real location in Los Angeles 
where his former girlfriend worked, and the surreal 
imagery reflected a painful breakup.

Song #2
•	 This song was released at the end of 1976 but may 

be most remembered in the year 1977.
•	 The working title for the song was “Mexican Reggae.”
•	 2 members of the band wrote the lyrics, aiming to 

make it feel like an episode of The Twilight Zone or a 
cinematic desert mystery.

•	 The band described the song as their interpretation 
of the high life, the music industry, and the loss of 
innocence in Los Angeles.

•	 The lyric “steely knives” is a subtle nod to the band 
Steely Dan, who inspired the band to write more 
abstract lyrics.

•	 The single reached No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100
•	 The song won the 1977 Grammy Award for Record 

of the Year, though the band did not attend the 
ceremony.

Song #3
•	 This song was released in 1980.
•	 It is a melancholic pop ballad by a Swedish band, 

released as the lead single from their seventh studio 
album, “Super Trouper.”

•	 While the songwriter maintained that the narrative is 
largely fictional, it drew heavily from the emotional 
reality and aftermath of divorce, arriving roughly 18 
months after his own separation from another band 
member.

•	 In the US, it peaked at No. 8 on the Billboard Hot 100 
(becoming the group’s fourth and final American Top 
10 hit) and spent 26 weeks on the chart.

•	 The song has been covered by many different artists.
Song #4

•	 This song was released in late 1988 but is most likely 
remembered in the year 1989.

•	 It is famous power ballad about a son’s regret over 
an unresolved relationship with his late father.

•	 It was written by Mike Rutherford and B.A. Robertson 
and inspired by Rutherford and Robertson losing 
their fathers around the time they became 
new fathers, specifically the sudden death of 
Rutherford’s father.

•	 One of the verses that reflects the meaning of the 
songs laments: “I wasn’t there that morning. When 
my father passed away.”

https://www.goodrx.com/health-topic/eye/how-to-save-money-prescription-glasses?&utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=14443&utm_term=Headline&utm_id=71021&sfmc_id=1471112&utm_content=hs&utm_param2=06-13-26
https://techcrunch.com/2026/07/22/science-corporations-vision-restoring-chip-wins-eu-approval/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8wOTj3OdYiF3sEWHcU1OzoOrV7YTZnbUAvvcVyuHIzhqTXmyMgCdtUJHFyUeENM51oj3M-eGbzwrZsuiep89x85iqcGg&_hsmi=429865981
https://www.op.nysed.gov/professions/ophthalmic-dispensing/ophthalmic-dispensers-and-their-services#how-can-i-evaluate-the-quality-of-care-i-am-receiving-from-my-ophthalmic-dispenser-or-contact-lens-practitioner


THE SKY   
Crafted for Lightness. 
Alive with Color. 

Striking colors. 
All-day ease. 



O P T I C A L  L A B O R A T O R Y
SkyLab

Fast Turnaround and Fast Turnaround and 
Transit TimeTransit Time

Save Time & Money Save Time & Money 
on Complete Jobson Complete Jobs

Timeless Fashion Timeless Fashion 
Loved by MillionsLoved by Millions

1000+ Frame  1000+ Frame  
Items AvailableItems Available

Quality and Satisfaction Quality and Satisfaction 
GuaranteeGuarantee

Display Frames & Display Frames & 
Eliminate InventoryEliminate Inventory

Your Ultimate Frame & Lens 
Package Provider.

ORDER ONLINE AND SAVE TIME @ WWW.SKYLAB-OPTICAL.NET

FOR STOCK FRAMES & BOARD SAMPLES CALL OR VISIT: FOR COMPLETE PATIENT JOBS CALL OR VISIT:

103 Stonehurst Ct., #A1, Northvale, NJ 07647
PHONE: (888)767.0383  |  Fax: (800) 627.7280

EMAIL: info@avaloneyewear.com

170 LeGrand Ave., #D4, Northvale, NJ 07647
PHONE: (866)858.4449  |  Fax: (866) 858.4459

EMAIL: info@skylab-optical.net

O P T I C A L  L A B O R A T O R Y
SkyLab
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BOO!!
By The Old Geezer (AKA Peter Bacotti)

Recalling Halloween as a Child

Did I scare 
all of you 
with my 
BOO?  
Maybe, 
even one 
of the few 
who might 
read my 

so-called literary efforts.  We have 
all seen some changes take place 
over the years in the way we look at 
the Halloween Holiday and how it 
is celebrated.  The sad part of this 
is that the meaning and fun parts 
of the Holiday have pretty much 
disappeared.  The good part is that 
the children of today do not know 
the way it used to be and still have a 
good time.
As I take a ride down memory lane, 
the past comes alive with all the 
memories of times long gone but 
not forgotten.  The celebrating of 
Halloween started weeks before 
the actual day with corn stalks, 
bales of hay and pumpkin picking.  
A visit to the local nursery usually 
had hayrides, fresh apple cider, 
and mazes to find our way out of.  
Then with a nip in the air, we would 
carve the pumpkins we picked. 
They would be placed outside the 
door on the stoop with a votive 
candle inside being lit at dusk and 
illuminating the carved pumpkin 

face.  Usually we tried to make that 
carved face a freighting affair to 
scare all who passed the house.
After all the decorations are 
finished, the next step is to decide 
what costume we would make 
to wear trick or treating.  We did 
not buy costumes; we made the 
costumes using our imagination and 
anything we had in the house.  An 
old sheet with cutouts for eyes and 
arms would always be a standard 
ghost costume.  An eye patch and 
wooden sword made a great start 
for a pirate costume, you get the 
idea, and you could be anything that 
you can make a costume for.

Trick or treating was without a doubt 
one of best things that we looked 
forward to for quite a few weeks 
before the Halloween event.
This would now bring us to planning 
the evening party at one of the 
trick or treaters houses dunking for 
apples and having hot-spiced apple 
cider.  Once we got home with our 
loot bag of candy, cookies, fruit 

and money we started eating the 
goodies and counting the money.  
Who could forget the homemade 
candied apples and fudge, not I.  We 
never worried about tainted treats 
or which houses to visit.  It was all-
good and we knew all the residents 
in our neighborhood and they knew 
us.  I still believe they had as much 
fun as we had, maybe more.
That feeling has never left me over 
the years; I may not trick or treat 
anymore (they will not let me).  No 
more dunking for apples (they are 
afraid I might drown).  Costumes, 
well they say my face is its own 
mask and enough to scare anyone.  
However, I can still do the next best 
thing; I can decorate the store for 
Halloween and put a bowl of treats 
for all the Halloween nuts like me.  
We cannot forget the patients who 
want those contact lenses designed 
just for Halloween and glasses 
with holiday motifs.  It is another 
way to get that little extra dollar in 
the pocket, but also a way to enjoy 
Halloween yourself.
Therefore, I wish each one of you a 
BOO ti ful Halloween, this year and 
every year.  Remember the old ones 
and make the new ones even better.
Until we meet again around the 
cauldron to dunk for apples.

Answers to “Name That Tune”
Song #1:  “MacArthur Park” by Richard Harris

Song #2:  “Hotel California” by The Eagles

Song #3:  “The Winner Takes it All” by ABBA

Song #4:  “The Living Years” by Mike and the Mechanics



ATTENTION: Hometown Insurance Agency
is the preferred and endorsed insurance vendor

for OANY members.

Receive Preferred Insurance Rates for:
Liability Insurance • Property Insurance

Opticians Professional • Employment Practices • Umbrella
Workers Comp • Business Auto • Personal Insurance

Contact:

James Small - Licensed Insurance Advisor
jsmall@hometowninsurance.com

(631) 589-0100 ext. 323  |  Cell: (631) 624-5173

We leverage your group’s buying power with
expert coverage analysis and recommendations.

5 Orville Drive, Suite 400
Bohemia, NY 11716
www.hometowninsurance.com
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We’re here for you and we care 

91 Carolyn Blvd.  |  Farmingdale, NY 11735  |  631.249.2020  |  800.321.1100  |  wwwtrisupreme.com

trisupreme.com

Locally based on Long Island for the past 31 years

Open 7 days a week including Saturday Customer Service Hours

Local delivery services for same day and next day delivery 

(New York City Metropolitan Area)

Combining your Rx orders and finished lenses from our huge 

inventory of stock lenses will save you money on shipping costs

Authorized Laboratory for Eyemed, VSP and VBA 

Laboratory price list updated monthly for the most up-to-date availability 

Our website — trisupreme.com — offers unique and 

comprehensive lens availability for our accounts

MISSION STATEMENT

Tri-Supreme is a family of Optical Professionals with a  customer-centric focus and

a mission of helping people see the world around them better!

VISION PLANS



Opticians Alliance of New York (OANY) 
Membership Application 

• Free continuing education credits at our in-person meetings 
• Monthly newsletter to keep you informed 
• Member of the United Opticians Association (UOA) 
• Timely e-mail blasts 

Date: __________________ 

Home Address 
Name* ______________________________________________________________ 

Home Address* ______________________________________________________ 

City *______________________________ State*_________ Zip Code*__________ 
 Use this address as my primary contact 

Business Address 
Business Name* __________________________________________________________ 

Business Address* _______________________________________________________ 

City *______________________________ State*_________ Zip Code*__________ 
 Use this address as my primary contact 
 Check here if you would like your business listed at the patient referral section of our website. 

Contact, License and Other Information 
Cell Phone* ______________________ Home Phone _______________________ 

E-Mail Address* _________________________________ License* #___________ 

Birthday Information Month _____ Day _____ 
(to acknowledge your birthday in our monthly newsletter) 

• Annual Membership fee is $125.  Please enclose your check made out to the Opticians 
Alliance of New York.  You can also make a one-time credit card payment by filling out the 
information on the reverse side of this application. 

• As an added benefit when you join our organization, your first year’s membership is 14 
months starting with the date your application is accepted for membership.  Thereafter, 
membership is for 1 year and is renewed on your anniversary date.  Your anniversary date is 
14 months after your application is accepted for membership. 

Mail application and check to: 
Opticians Alliance of New York 

P.O. Box 631 
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631 

Office Phone: 516-234-4040 
Website:  oany.org 

Oct 17, 2024



 D MasterCard   

Cardholder Name        

Account Number       

Expiration Date     

CVV2 (3 digit number on back of Visa/MC, 4 digits on front of AMEX)   

One Time Credit Card Payment Authorization Form 

Sign and complete this form to authorize Opticians Alliance of New York  Inc. to make a onetime 
debit to your credit card listed below. 

By signing this form, you will give us permission to debit your account for the amount indicated 
on or after the indicated date.  This is permission for a single transaction only and does not provide 
authorization for any additional unrelated debits or credits to your account. 

 

 
 

Please complete the information below: 

I  _ authorize Opticians Alliance of New York  Inc to charge my 
credit card 

 
(full name) 

account indicated below for   on or after  . This payment is for 
 

(amount) (date) 

 

 
(description of goods/services) 

 
 

 
Billing Address    Phone#   

City, State, Zip      Email    

Cell Phone #    Cell Phone Carrier   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE  _ DATE   

 

 
I authorize the above named business to charge the credit card indicated in this authorization form according to the terms outlined above. This 
payment authorization is for the goods/services described above, for the amount indicated above only, and is valid for one time use only. I 
certify that I am an authorized user of this credit card and that I will not dispute the payment with my credit card company; so long as the 
transaction corresponds to the terms indicated in this form. 

Oct 17, 2024 



The Opticians Alliance of New York
P.O. Box 631

Oceanside, NY 11572
516-234-4040

E-mail:  office@oany.org
Website:  www.oany.org


