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Just like that, in the blink education program. I’'m

of an eye, the holidays
are upon us. It’s hard to
believe that we are
nearing the end of 2024.
Hopefully everyone had
a healthy, happy and
profitable year. As we
inch closer to 2025 and
OANY’s 20th
anniversary, your board
members are working
hard to bring you
exciting and uplifting
new seminars and
sponsors. | would first
like to thank our own,
Professor Robert Russo
for taking the long drive
and bringing us an
excellent continuing

throwing in an apology
for the technical
difficulties we
encountered and hope

“There were about
20 people in
attendance, and it
was very nice to see
our other chapter
members in person.”

you’ll return soon to see
us.

Mark and | had the
pleasure of
accompanying Barry to
his seminar at the

Volume XIV, Issue IV

OANY Views

e Join us for live monthly meetings on the
3rd Wednesday of the month and receive _
continuing education credits :

e Socialize and network with your fellow

Opticians and enjoy the camaraderie

Special discounts from selected

sponsors for members only

President’s Corner

Hudson Valley Chapter
on November 19th. It
ended up being an
excellent seminar and
everyone up there was
exceptionally pleased
with Barry and
appreciated our
appearance at this
event. The location was
in Fishkill, New York and
it was an excellent
restaurant with a buffet
dinner. There were
about 20 peoplein
attendance, and it was
very nice to see our
other chapter members
in person. We are
hoping that they will
(Continued on page 8)

JOIN US AT OUR UPCOMING MEETING AT
DOMENICO’S RESTAURANT, LEVITTOWN, NY
ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024

Sponsor:

S CELGIE
Presentation:
CE Credit:
Meeting Room: We will meetin the back room this month

10T

Barb Malobabich
Social Media and the ECP

1 Practice Management Credit

Never Taking Our ™
e

Vision For. Granted

-

Our Mission
The Opticians Alliance of New
York is an independent, not for
profit organization, established
to promote continuing
competency and betterment of
the optical health professional
and to provide a standard of
excellence inthe optical health
care for the consumer.

Tentative
2024-2025 Schedule

Dec. 18,2024 10T
Jan. 15, 2025
Feb. 19, 2025
Mar.19, 2024
Apr. 23, 2025
May 21,2025
Jun. 18, 2025

Hoya

Herb Fletcher
Save the Date
Change in Date
Save the Date

Save the Date

Inside Our Dec. Issue

Dec. Menu.................. P.2
OANY News............... P.4
Pictures Nov. MeetingP.5
More OANY News ...... P.8
The Old Geezer .......... P.12
Legislative Report...... P.12
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Dinner Options and Schedule
For Ourn Decembiern Meeting

Schedule of Events
Social hour, meet with sponsor
(Cash bar until 7:30PM)
Business meeting
Continuing education and raffle

7:00 to 8:00PM

8:00 to 8:30PM
8:30 to 10:00 PM

OANY

P.O. Box 631
Oceanside, NY 11572
516-234-4040
Email: office@oany.org
Website: www.oany.org

Please note that no liquor can be ordered after 7:30 and no alcoholic
beverages can be brought into the meeting room after 8:00
Appetizers
Bruschetta ‘
Mozzarella Sticks | MR
Salad Choice INNER

Caesar or Garden

Entrée Choices
Spaghetti and Meatballs*
Chicken Parmigiana
Eggplant Rollatini
Rigatoni Ala Vodka*
Salmon

*All served with Penne Pasta or Sautéed Broccoli except
Rigatoni Ala Vodka and Spaghetti and Meatballs

Dessert
Cake
Coffee, Tea, Soda
e Dinneris $45 per person
® 50/50 raffle optional.
® Please bring exact cash or check for dinner.
® Can’t make dinner? Come for the CE credits!

General Information

membership has to be renewed,
please send in your check today.
Better yet, if you’re attending our
upcoming meeting, you can pay by
either check or credit card. If you’re
writing a check from your business,
we kindly request that you clearly print
your name on your check so we can
properly credit you. We regret that if
your dues is not paid and up to date,
you will not receive your CE credits.

e The Opticians Alliance of New York
meets the 3rd Wednesday of the
month. Schedule, sponsors, and
speakers are subject to change.

Itis the responsibility of all members
to sign in at the beginning of the
meeting. This means sign-in on at
least 2 sheets and sometimes 3. You
will not receive credit for the
continuing education course if you are
not signed in. Our CE provider and
that of the New York State Education
Department prohibit issuance of
credits to anyone who has not
properly signed in or has not stayed
for the complete course.

e Donated gifts for our raffle are greatly
appreciated and will be acknowledged

e Check your e-mail daily or call any
member of the Executive Board for
updates to our schedule for our

e -If you have received a notice thatyour ~ upcoming meeting.

OANY Officers 2024-2025
President: Steven Lehrer
Vice President Mark Cohen
Secretary: Judith Deucht
Treasurer: David Cohen
Directors: Madeline Koenig

Anthony Rebaldo
Alan Smith

Directors at Large: Phil Feldman

Barry Santini
Past Presidents:

Paul Heller
2022-2024
2016-2019

Anthony Fulco
2021-2022

Steven Lehrer
2014-2016

Judith Deucht
2012-2014

Joseph Monestere
2010-2012

Anthony Rebaldo
2008-2010

Peter Bacotti

2005-2008

2019-2021
Newsletter

E-Mail Blast: Mark Cohen

Official Photographer: Drew Washton

Regional
Office of Professional Discipline
250 Veterans Memorial Highway Room 3A-15
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Phone: 631-952-7422
Complaint Hot Line: 800-442-8106

NYS Education Department

Thania Fernandez

Executive Secretary for the State Board
In Ophthalmic Dispensing
The New York State Education Department
89 Washington Ave. 2nd Floor
Albany, NY 12234
Phone: 518-474-3817 extension 180
Fax 518-402-5944
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“ANY News
COuwt Candalences

Robert Higgins, Jr.
(1948-2024)

It is with profound sorrow that we announce the passing of Robert (Bob) Higgins Jr.,
Optician and long-time member of the Opticians Association of New York (OANY). He
was a charter member and served on our OANY board. Bob was always present at our
monthly meetings.

Bob operated Robert F. Higgins Optical in Hicksville for over forty years. Raised in Valley
Stream and Oceanside, Bob graduated Oceanside high school in 1966. He then
attended SUNY New Palz. Bob was a Linguist, Latin scholar and all-around music lover.
His shop was always open and full of friendly chatter. Bob was a gracious and friendly
person ready with a joke or a laugh or an intelligent thought. Many in the field called him
the “Professor” because of his vast knowledge of optics. He will be terribly missed.

A visitation was held Tuesday November 12, 2024 at Vernon C. Wagner Funeral homes,
in Hicksville, NY.

Please join us in offering our sincerest condolences to the Higgins family.

You'll want to attend our upcoming meeting in December. We will be raffling off
quite a few gifts and prizes. We hope to see you there.

Winnex of aun 5050 Raffle

We would like to congratulate Devon Morton. He was the winner of our 50/50 raffle at
our November meeting.

See more OANY news on P.8

Territory Manager
President’s Club

CHARMANT USA

GROUP

Koos Van Witzenburg

400 The American Road Morris Plains  New Jersey 07950-2400
Phone: 800-272-2042 Ext. 4055 Fax: 800-443-2238 Cell: 516-984-0772
Email: kvanwitzenburg@charmant.com  www.charmant-usa.com

Charmant~
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Pictures me@uxJVau./VLeetmg

Devon Morton Lisa Greenwald Judy Deucht and

Peter Bacotti

Chuck Abrams and Stuart Becker

Wendy Hollander

Paul Heller

"ﬁan&qautaawwpea&w

Thank you to
Robert Russo
for presenting our
continuing education
course in November,
“Legal Concepts of
' Contact Lens Fitting”

Joe Monestere Mark Cohen

Photos by Drew Washton









http://www.oceanstateoptical.com/
http://www.oceanstateoptical.com/
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Mere OANY News
OANY Denates

At this time of the year, we think of those who are less fortunate. We are pleased to let
our members know that OANY has made donations to the following charities for this
holiday season:

e $250Thelnn

e $250The Lions Club

OUNY Denates to Guide Daog Feundation

For those OANY members who attended our November meeting, we had 2
epresentatives from the Guide Dog Foundation, one human and one dog at our
meeting. lan, the human, did a presentation letting us know what the Guide Foundation
is all about. Atthe end of the presentation, OANY announced a donation to the Guide
Dog foundation of $250, in the name of Robert Higgins, who recently passed away. lan,
Quinn (the dog) and OANY President, Steven Lehrer are pictured at the left with Steve

| presenting lan with our donation.

Happy FHelidays

It’s hard to believe another year is over. As 2024 ends and 2025 begins, we would like to
* JOVEUL NEW VEAR take this opportunity to wish all of our members, family and friends a very happy holiday
season and a healthy new year with much success in 2025.

(Continued from page 1)

have more of these events and that we will be able to attend them soon. We are always looking for new ideas for
future Continuing Ed seminars. If anyone has any suggestions or knows of anyone that can bring us an
informative seminar, please let one of your Board Members know.

Our December meeting is only a few short weeks away and we hope to have a large holiday turnout. We will have
the pleasure of welcoming a new sponsor, |OT, and a new speaker, Barb Malobabich. | am looking forward to
seeing everyone on December 18th at Domenico’s. Thank you for your continued support.

Steven Lefyien
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Holidays
By The Old Geezer (AKA Peter Bacotti)

Happy Holidays everyone! Sorry about that, it must be confusing to you wondering why |
am saying happy holidays after what | thought was the HOLIDAYS passed. Itis confusing to
me as well. | looked at the calendar to check the date yesterday and saw that it was
National Hat Day; since when? Well, you can guess what happened next, after taking out
my MET’S hat and putting it on. Back to the calendar, | went still trying to figure out the day
of the month with no concrete answer. All that | was able to discern was that | missed so

. many Holidays that | felt very embarrassed for not wishing my neighbor happy pet day for
her goldflsh and not buying and chewing bubble gum on National Bubble Gum Day.

Now | am totally hooked on finding out what and why it means to have a national holiday. Therefore, the next
action plan calls for me to go online and do some research on National and Holidays. After searching for what
turned out to be quite a while, low and behold progress is being made. Google tells me that every day of the year
is taken, and | must get in line for the next opening for my holiday. What holiday, | did not ask to have a National
Holiday listed; | do not even know the day of the week and date.

After calming down somewhat, it is more research which leads me to a calendar site, which lists all the different
types of calendars that are in use today. Special Events Calendar, National Special Day Calendar, Special Days
of the Month Calendar with every month having its own listing, Hallmark Special Days Calendar, Yearly Calendar
of Special Days, Calendar Celebration Days, Special Days of the Year, Today Special Day Calendar, Special Day
Clip Art For Kids, For preschool, AWW. Maybe the day and date are there but just hidden on each of the
calendars. Maybe | missed it, and | started scrutinizing each and draw a blank.

At this point, frustrated and sweat running down my face, | see my neighbor and friend walking past the house.
Running out I yell to Sam “what day of the week is it?” Sam shouts back that it is National Bagel week, and he is
on his way to buy a dozen, do | want any.

It was then that | decided to pull the calendar off the wall and burn it. Now | knew | could solve this day of the
month problem, finally. |yelled Alexa, what day of the month and date is it? In a sweet voice Alexa answered
today is National Bird Day would you like to know what day it is tomorrow. No!

Happy Opticians Day

Legislative Report and Other
Important News in Our Industry

By Anthony Rebaldo, Legislative Committee

e CooperVision is partnering with three of the top Optometry schools to offer extended
myopia treatments for a pilot group that will kick off inaugural activities in Boston and
Chicago. CooperVision will initially partner with Optometry school faculty, residents, and
students to identify and treat children who need help with myopia disparities.

e The Vision Council and Rx are offering accredited continuing education materials to
participants with the Vision Ed Optometry and Opticianry program. https://opticianworks.com/ provides free
YouTube training videos complete with certification for Opticians at the end of 6 to 12 months.



https://opticianworks.com/
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EDUCATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Live and On-Demand Education on ECP Advantage Powered By Walman

Choose How to Take Courses

Live Events Virtual Events On-Demand
Find and register for Join us for bi-weekly Take on-demand
events in your area from webinars on hot topics, courses anywhere and

any Walman Division. plus new optician at anytime.

training held virtually.

Course Topics Include

Industry Topics | Product Knowledge | Practice Management | New Optician Training

Take a course today!
Visit www.ecpadvantage.com to get started.

7)) WALMAN bwl
QJJJ OPTICAL ,E)VCAI\EAkG}E

Powered by Walman

877.863.2759 | www.ecpadvantage.com


https://www.ecpadvantage.com/

Visibly Different

( Tri-Supreme

OPTICAL

We’re here for you and we care

MISSION STATEMENT

Tri-Supreme is a family of Optical Professionals with a customer-centric focus and

a mission of helping people see the world around them better!

Locally based on Long Island for the past 31 years

Open 7 days a week including Saturday Customer Service Hours

Local delivery services for same day and next day delivery

(New York City Metropolitan Area)

Combining your Rx orders and finished lenses from our huge
inventory of stock lenses will save you money on shipping costs

VISION PLANS Authorized Laboratory for Eyemed, VSP and VBA

Laboratory price list updated monthly for the most up-to-date availability

trisupreme.com Our website — trisupreme.com — offers unique and

comprehensive lens availability for our accounts
91 Carolyn Blvd. | Farmingdale, NY 11735 | 631.249.2020 | 800.321.1100 | wwwtrisupreme.com

variLux Crizal TransitiGns

©2017 Essilor of America, Inc. All rights reserved. Unless indicated otherwise, all trademarks are the property of Essilor International and/or its subsidiaries
in the United States and in other countries. PTR 7818 PDF/LS 05/17



Opticians Alliance of New York (OANY)
Membership Application

e Free continuing education credits at our in-person meetings
e  Monthly newsletter to keep you informed

e  Member of the United Opticians Association (UOA)

e Timely e-mail blasts

Home Address

Name*

Home Address*

City * State* Zip Code*

[0 Use this address as my primary contact

Business Address

Business Name*

Business Address*

City * State* Zip Code*
[J Use this address as my primary contact
1 Check here if you would like your business listed at the patient referral section of our website.

Contact, License and Other Information

Cell Phone* Home Phone

E-Mail Address* License* #

Birthday Information Month Day

(to acknowledge your birthday in our monthly newsletter)

e Annual Membership fee is $125. Please enclose your check made out to the Opticians
Alliance of New York. You can also make a one-time credit card payment by filling out the
information on the reverse side of this application.

e Asan added benefit when you join our organization, your first year’s membership is 14
months starting with the date your application is accepted for membership. Thereafter,
membership is for 1 year and is renewed on your anniversary date. Your anniversary date is
14 months after your application is accepted for membership.

Mail application and check to:
Opticians Alliance of New York
P.O. Box 631
Oceanside, NY 11572-0631
Office Phone: 516-234-4040

Website: oany.org
Oct 17, 2024



One Time Credit Card Payment Authorization Form

Sign and complete this form to authorize Opticians Alliance of New York Inc. to make a onetime
debit to your credit card listed below.

By signing this form, you will give us permission to debit your account for the amount indicated
on or after the indicated date. This is permission for a single transaction only and does not provide
authorization for any additional unrelated debits or credits to your account.

Please complete the information below:

| authorize Opticians Alliance of New York Inc to charge my

credit card
(full name)
account indicated below for on or after . This payment is for
(amount) (date)
(description of goods/services)
Billing Address Phone#
City, State, Zip Email
Cell Phone # Cell Phone Carrier.
Account Type: D visa D Mastercard O AMEX D Dpiscover

Cardholder Name

Account Number

Expiration Date

CVV2 (3 digit number on back of Visa/MC, 4 digits on front of AMEX)

SIGNATURE DATE

| authorize the above named business to charge the credit card indicated in this authorization form according to the terms outlined above. This
payment authorization is for the goods/services described above, for the amount indicated above only, and is valid for one time use only. |
certify that | am an authorized user of this credit card and that | will not dispute the payment with my credit card company; so long as the
transaction corresponds to the terms indicated in this form.

Oct 17, 2024




The Opticians Alliance f New York
P.O. Box 631
Oceanside, NY 11572
516-234-4040
E-mail: office@oany.org
Website: www.oany.org

Christos Tsiplakos

christos@nativeken.com
. 0: 646 370 4524
c: 917 939 8872
www.NativeKen.com

AUTOMATED MERCHANT SERVICES

N aAInS

PRESIDENT
Phone: 516-887-1797
rappel@amsprocessing.com Cell: 516-815-2355
www.amsprocessing.com Fax: 516-593-8352
269 Hempstead Ave, Suite 210 Malverne, NY 11565

EENIRNNEOPTICAL

22 Gazza Boulevard ¢ Farmingdale, NY 11735

Robert P. Lupo, Jr.

Vice President

(800) 843-6999

(631) 753-9861 www.centralopticalny.com
Fax: (631) 753-9864  centralopticainy@gmail.com






