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I would like to thank 
everyone who attended 
our first meeting of the 
2024-2025 year for their 
continued support of 
OANY.  It was great to 
see you and I’m looking 
forward to another great 
turnout for the October 
meeting.  A big thank 
you to our last-minute 
sponsor, Kevin Serfass 
from Bolle and 
Serengeti.  Your support 
was greatly 
appreciated.  Also, 
thank you to Barry 
Santini for delivering 
another excellent 
continuing education 
seminar.  We appreciate 

that we can always 
count on you. 
As most, if not all of you 
already know, the 
practical exam as we 

know it no longer exists. 
The State or governing 
bodies have decided to 
go virtual with the exam, 
being given by the ABO.  
I for one find this to be 

unacceptable.  Although 
there is not much we 
can do about it, OANY 
will make its voice heard 
in whatever capacity we 
are able to the 
appropriate leaders.  
Thinking back to the test 
we all had to take to get 
our license, this is like a 
cake walk.  You can’t 
properly judge the skills 
of an individual without 
a hands-on approach.  
This is where your 
support of OANY truly 
helps.  It’s having the 

(Continued on page 4) 

“The practical 
exam as we 
know it no 

longer exists.” 

JOIN US AT OUR UPCOMING MEETING AT 
DOMENICO’S RESTAURANT, LEVITTOWN, NY 

ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2024 

Sponsor:  Drill  Specialty  
Speaker:  Barry Santini  
Presentation:  Helping People Discover Their  Sense of Style 
 Through Customized Eyewear  
CE Credit:  1 Ophthalmic Dispensing Credit  
Meeting Room:  We will  meet in the back room this month  

Oct. 16, 2024 Drill Specialty 

Nov 20, 2024 Save the Date 

Dec. 18, 2024 Save the Date 

Jan. 15, 2025 Save the Date 

Feb. 19, 2025 Save the Date 

Mar.19, 2025 Save the Date 

Apr. 16, 2025 Save the Date 

Tentative 

2024-2025 Schedule 

Our Mission 

 

OANY Views 
• Join us for live monthly meetings on the 

3rd Wednesday of the month and receive 
continuing education credits 

• Socialize and network with your fellow 
Opticians and enjoy the camaraderie 

• Special discounts from selected 
sponsors for members only 

Oct 2024 (available online only) Volume XIV, Issue VII 



Appetizers 
Mozzarella Sticks 
Stuffed Mushrooms 

Salad Choice 
Caesar or Garden 

Entrée Choices 
Veal Marsala 
Chicken Parmigiana 
Eggplant Rollatini 
Rigatoni Ala Vodka* 
Salmon 
*All served with Penne Pasta or Sautéed Broccoli except 
Rigatoni Ala Vodka 

Dessert 
Cake 
Coffee, Tea, Soda 

• Dinner is $45 per person 
• 50/50 raffle optional. 
• Please bring exact cash or check for dinner. 
• Can’t make dinner?  Come for the CE credits! 

Dinner Options and Schedule 

For Our October Meeting 

Schedule of Events 
7:00 to 8:00PM  Social hour, meet with sponsor 
   (Cash bar until 7:30PM) 
8:00 to 8:30PM  Business meeting 
8:30 to 10:00 PM Continuing education and raffle 
Please note that no liquor can be ordered after 7:30 and no alcoholic 

beverages can be brought into the meeting room after 8:00 

OANY Officers 2024-2025 

President: Steven Lehrer 

Vice President Mark Cohen 

Secretary: Judith Deucht 

Treasurer: David Cohen 

Directors: Madeline Koenig 

 Anthony Rebaldo 

  Alan Smith 

Directors at Large: Phil Feldman 

 Barry Santini 

Past Presidents: 

 Paul Heller 
 2022-2024 
 2016-2019 

 Anthony Fulco 
 2021-2022 

 Steven Lehrer 
 2014-2016 

 Judith Deucht 
 2012-2014 

 Joseph Monestere 
 2010-2012 

 Anthony Rebaldo 
 2008-2010 

 Peter Bacotti 
 2005-2008 
 2019-2021 
Newsletter 
E-Mail Blast: Mark Cohen 

Official Photographer: Drew Washton 

OANY 
P.O. Box 631 

Oceanside, NY 11572 
516-234-4040 

Email:  office@oany.org 
Website:  www.oany.org 

Regional 
Office of Professional Discipline 

250 Veterans Memorial Highway Room 3A-15 
Hauppauge, NY 11788 
Phone:  631-952-7422 

Complaint Hot Line:  800-442-8106 

NYS Education Department 
Thania Fernandez 

Executive Secretary for the State Board 
In Ophthalmic Dispensing 

The New York State Education Department 
89 Washington Ave. 2nd Floor 

Albany, NY 12234 
Phone:  518-474-3817 extension 180 

Fax 518-402-5944 

• The Opticians Alliance of New York 
meets the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month.  Schedule, sponsors, and 
speakers are subject to change. 

• It is the responsibility of all members 
to sign in at the beginning of the 
meeting.  This means sign-in on at 
least 2 sheets and sometimes 3.  You 
will not receive credit for the 
continuing education course if you are 
not signed in.  Our CE provider and 
that of the New York State Education 
Department prohibit issuance of 
credits to anyone who has not 
properly signed in or has not stayed 
for the complete course. 

• ·If you have received a notice that your 

membership has to be renewed, 
please send in your check today.  
Better yet, if you’re attending our 
upcoming meeting, you can pay by 
either check or credit card.  If you’re 
writing a check from your business, 
we kindly request that you clearly print 
your name on your check so we can 
properly credit you.  We regret that if 
your dues is not paid and up to date, 
you will not receive your CE credits. 

• Donated gifts for our raffle are greatly 
appreciated and will be acknowledged 

• Check your e-mail daily or call any 
member of the Executive Board for 
updates to our schedule for our 
upcoming meeting. 

General Information 
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1. For gray polycarbonate & CR39 lenses with a premium anti-reflective coating fading back to 70% transmission @ 23°C.

NuPolar and Drivewear are registered trademarks, and Camber is a trademark of Younger Mfg. Co. Transitions and Transitions logo is a trademark of Transitions Optical, Inc., used under license by Transitions Optical 
Limited. GEN S is a trademark of Transitions Optical Limited. Photochromic performance is influenced by temperature, UV exposure and lens material. 
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Gray-1

Brown

NUPOLAR MIRRORSNUPOLAR GRADIENTS

BRIGHT SUN OUTDOORS // 	Dark Brown

SUNNY IN THE VEHICLE // 	 Copper

OVERCAST/LOW LIGHT // 	 Olive green for higher contrast

THE BEST TRANSITIONS LENS FOR 
DAYTIME DRIVING.

OLIVE GREEN to COPPER 
to DARK BROWN

ULTRA-RESPONSIVE TO LIGHT
Fadeback in less than 2 minutes1*

ONLY POLARIZED LENSES 
BLOCK BLINDING GLARE! ADVANCED CURVE TECHNOLOGY

For Progressive RX Wearers

Premium Lens Technology for 
Excellent Vision Correction

GRAY BROWN GRAPHITE GREEN

EMERALD RUBY RED

SAPPHIRE

Amethyst AMBER

Brown Copper Green



 

Winner of our 50/50 Raffle 
We could like to congratulate Anthony Rebaldo.  He was the winner of our 50/50 raffle 
at our September meeting. 

OANY News 
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numbers to prove what a strong organization we need to be.  I’m hoping to have some new updates at the next 
meeting. 
Your board members are hard at work to come up with something special to celebrate out 20th anniversary next 
year.  This is a great milestone for us, and we are looking forward to giving you the details later.  I hope to see 
everybody at our next meeting on October 16th.  To those members that celebrate, I’d like to wish you a Happy 
and Healthy New Year. 

Steven Lehrer 

(Continued from page 1) 

OANY Shirt Raffle 
At our September meeting we were pleased to raffle off several our brand new OANY 
Shirts.  Congratulations to the following winners: 

• Scott Kornfeld 
• Fred Rapps 

See more OANY news on page 12 

New Members 
We would like to welcome the following new OANY members. 
We hope to see you at our Chapter meetings. 

Long Island Chapter Hudson Valley Chapter 

• Ralph Barocas, Plainview • Maria Alvarez, Poughkeepsie 

• Devon Morton, Long Beach • Stacey Koch, Highland 

• Lloyd Malsin, Woodmere • Jennifer Oberhauser, Beacon 



Pictures From Our Sept Meeting 

Photos by Drew Washton 

Page 5 

Left to right, Mike Sabia, 

Tom Polizzi, Mike Kwartner 

Rick Miller, Stacey Forur Drew Washton 

Lisa Greenwald Joe Monestere Wendy Hollander Steven Lehrer 

Paul Heller Alan Smith Fred Rapps 

Thank you to our sponsor and our speaker 

Thank you  to  
Barry Santini 

for presenting our 
continuing education 
course in September, 

“Do You Feel Like Your 
Life is Run by 

Monopolies?”  

Thank you  to  
Kevin Serfass 

and Bolle/ Serengeti 
brands for sponsoring 

our September 
meeting. 

Chuck Abramson 

Ralph Barocas, left, 

Gary Friedman 



Take a course today! 
Visit www.ecpadvantage.com to get started.

Live Events
Find and register for 

events in your area from 
any Walman Division.

Virtual Events
Join us for bi-weekly 

webinars on hot topics, 
plus new optician 

training held virtually. 

On-Demand
Take on-demand 

courses anywhere and 
at anytime.

Course Topics Include 
Industry Topics | Product Knowledge | Practice Management | New Optician Training

Choose How to Take Courses

EDUCATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS  
Live and On-Demand Education on ECP Advantage Powered By Walman

Powered by Walman

877.863.2759 | www.ecpadvantage.com



YOUR LOCAL LAB THAT MAKES IT EASIER TO DO BUSINESS 
We are New York! 

47-00 33RD Street 
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101  
Tel 800-221-4170 | Fax 718-685-0404 
www.21stcenturyoptics.com 

Providing personalized service to independent eye care professionals with quality 

products, advanced technology and outstanding customer care.  



Legislative Report and Other 

Important News in Our Industry 

By Anthony Rebaldo, Legislative Committee 

• it is now official.  The New York State practical exam in Ophthalmic Dispensing has 
become virtual and those candidates who meet the education department’s rules can 
take the exam at different test sites in New York State at times and locations specified 
by the State Education Department of the Professions in New York State. 

• An Oregon optical owner took matters into his own hands.  James and Dr. Laura 
Armstrong had a goal to find and retain qualified opticians.  in 2016 James reached out 
to Portland Community College and pitched the formation of an ABO training program.  
it took time for pieces to come together, and the program started in the year 2020 and 
will help to expand the level of proper skill and training for the field. 

Jigsaw Puzzle 

By The Old Geezer (AKA Peter Bacotti) 

Once all the 
pieces fit 
together, the 
puzzle is 
finished.  Does 
this mean that 
since the 
puzzle is now 

finished there is no more for us to do?  
Well, that would be a sorry situation.  
What then would be the next step, 
would there be a next step? 
Since we all start out in life equally, 
except for those born with mental or 
physical shortcomings. it is what we 
will make of this jigsaw puzzle called 
life.  This is what will determine the 
next step and where we will end up.  If 
we put the puzzle together then 
preserve and seal it together and 
maybe framed it, we would have 
something and would be proud of it.  
Something to look back on and show 
off, something that shows just how 
hard it was but we still had the 
patience and perseverance to finish it. 
Life is a puzzle, a jigsaw puzzle that 
has many twists and turns to it just like 
puzzle pieces.  Some of those shapes 
can be nice, easy, and beneficial; 
some of those edges can be nasty and 
leave a feeling of despair.  It is up to 
each of us to make those pieces mesh 
and fit together.  That is when we will 

see the whole picture and know if we 
made it work.  Sometimes a jigsaw 
puzzle takes days if not weeks to 
finish, why is it because there are 
more pieces to the puzzle, or the 
pieces are smaller.  Sometimes in 
imitation of the puzzle life is more 
difficult and takes a little or a lot longer 
to put together and finish.  However, 
there are times that everything gels 
and comes together for us, and we 
reap the benefits of our endeavors. 
I know there were times growing up 
that I wondered what it was all about 
and had doubts as to how it all would 
end.  School was a trial of my patience 
to finish up with decent grades to 
move on and up, some subjects loved 
and some hated, but all had to be 
passed.  How about when I moved out 
of my parents’ house, got married, and 
raised a family.  This was 
accomplished on a salary that would 
be a tip by today’s standards.  I hope 
no one thinks it was all a bed of roses, 
I know everyone in that situation 
suffered with their own thorns the way 
I did with mine.  Thank God it turned 
out well and I can look back and be 
proud of all that transpired once we 
used that piece of the puzzle and it fit. 
Do not get me wrong, there is always 
good along with the thorns and lucky 
me the good far outweighs the bad.  

Hey, that family I have is the best and I 
could not want more or better.  Hey, I 
found the other joy of my life, 
Ophthalmic Dispensing and have 
spent more than 60 years at the labor 
of my love.  Hey, I am still there or here 
and feel like I am accomplishing 
something every day to make 
someone’s life better and mine is 
included. That will make that last 
piece of the puzzle fit the way it 
should.  
The crazy thing about all this is that 
even when we feel the end is there and 
we are finished, we really are not.  
Who in their right mind is able and 
willing to sit or lie on their past laurels?  
I know I want to take a beating and 
keep on ticking; life is being able to 
start each day with a purpose and 
being available to make a difference in 
someone else’s life.  I want to be 
around to pick up the pieces wherever 
need be, thankfully, the optical 
profession has always been there for 
me with my family’s support. Here is 
hoping you can finish that jigsaw 
puzzle and feel the way I feel, it is what 
life is all about, Alfie. 
May everyone share in the joys of life 
as I have, that’s life. Put that jigsaw 
puzzle together. 
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100 Federal Way |Johnston, RI|02919 401-424-9411 www.oceanstateoptical.com
  

 

                   

                                                                    

Our local courier provides overnight delivery to you so the 

work is there when you arrive in the morning.  

Offering a wide variety of 

finished stock lenses on the 

shelves for fast turnaround. 

State of the art AR facility 

producing the highest quality AR  

with less reflection.      

 

Live chat services, live job tracking, order jobs 

and pay your bill all in one place!                       

               

                                                                                     

                                                                       

Our Mission 

To manufacture the highest quality lenses with consistent turn times, exceptional customer service and a 

commitment to keeping all production IN-HOUSE (NO OUTSOURCING). We are dedicated to utilizing the latest 

technologies and techniques to create lenses to provide the best possible vision for your customers. Our team of 

skilled professionals are committed to providing personalized service and support to ensure that every customer 

receives the perfect pair of lenses for their needs. We are passionate about delivering exceptional quality and 

value and we strive to exceed our customers expectations every time. 



ATTENTION: Hometown Insurance Agency
is the preferred and endorsed insurance vendor

for OANY members.

Receive Preferred Insurance Rates for:
Liability Insurance • Property Insurance

Opticians Professional • Employment Practices • Umbrella
Workers Comp • Business Auto • Personal Insurance

Contact:

James Small - Licensed Insurance Advisor
jsmall@hometowninsurance.com

(631) 589-0100 ext. 323  |  Cell: (631) 624-5173

We leverage your group’s buying power with
expert coverage analysis and recommendations.

5 Orville Drive, Suite 400
Bohemia, NY 11716
www.hometowninsurance.com



More OANY News 
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News From the Mid-Hudson Valley Chapter of OANY 

From Lisa Tinson and Terri Netto 

Save the Date 

Tuesday, November 19, 2024, 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
2 hours New York State Approved Continuing Education Credits 

Location:   Fishkill, NY 
Speaker: Barry Santini 
Additional details to be announced 

This is a great opportunity to connect with fellow professionals, learn new things, and enjoy a delicious meal. 
Don't miss out on this chance to expand your knowledge and network with others in the field. Mark your calendar 
and we'll see you there!  Watch for our e-mail blasts as registration will open shortly. 

If you have any questions, please contact us at the e-mail below. 

mid.hudsonvalleyoany@gmail.com 

Would You Like to Own an 

OANY Shirt? 
We are pleased to make available our brand new OANY shirt, pictured on the 
left.  We have approximately 6 shirts left in sizes  XL and 2X.  The shirt is 
$25.00.  If you’re interested in purchasing a shirt, please contact Andy Cullen 
at office@oany.org  or you may contact any member of your OANY board. 





 
WARBY PARKER 

Join our team of expert opticians 
We have over 600 certified and licensed 

opticians across our 240+ locations. 
 

Learn more at 
WARBYPARKER.COM/ JOBS 

 
 





The Opticians Alliance f New York 
P.O. Box 631 

Oceanside, NY 11572 
516-234-4040 

E-mail:  office@oany.org 
Website:  www.oany.org 




