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OANY Views

Never Taking Our
Vision For Granted

“New Beginnings”
• New OANY
• New Venue
• New Continuing Education Credits

I sincerely hope this
newsletter finds you and
your loved ones safe,
healthy, and happy!!
Unfortunately, the
pandemic forced us to
cancel our first two
meetings in January and
February of 2022. The
good news, however, is
that we presented a
January continuing ed
seminar, and will host
another for February.
As President, it is
important to me that
OANY honor our
commitment to you our
valued member. As I
often say, “this is your
organization.” With that

said I want to detail some develop new ones
of the behind-the-scenes moving forward. Always,
activities that occur, and with the intent to
increase the value of your
membership experience
“I for one strongly
and license. As an
believe that
example, we recently
continuing
discussed our meeting
education must go
venue, location, and day
beyond optical
of the week it is held.
products and
With feedback from the
services.”
board, we consider
whether our current
go unnoticed, especially meeting criteria is in the
when our monthly
best interest of our
meeting is canceled.
constituency.
The OANY Board of
Other items discussed
Directors meet monthly. such as continuing
The focus of these
education are at times
meetings is to review
challenging. We not only
past initiatives and
(Continued on page 4)

2022 Schedule
Feb 17, 2022

RLabs

Mar 17, 2022

To Be Announced

Date and sponsor to be announced
May 19, 2022

To Be Announced

June 16, 2022 Tri-Supreme Optical
Meetings and sponsors subject to change

DUE TO COVID CONCERNS, OUR MEETING ON THURSDAY,
FEBRUARY 17TH, 2022 AT DOMENICO’S RESTURANT HAS BEEN
CANCELLED! IN LIEU OF THE LIVE MEETING, THERE WILL BE A ZOOM
WEBINAR GIVEN ON THE SAME DATE STARTING AT 8:00. LOOK FOR YOUR
INVITATION THAT WILL BE SENT OUT ON FEBRUARY 15TH. SEE DETAILS
OF THE PRESENTATION BELOW
Sponsor:
Speaker:
Presentation:
CE Credit:

RLabs
Doreen Gaede
Practice Growth with Safety
1 Ophthalmic Dispensing Credit

Continuing Education
Speakers
•

Dr. Joseph Bacotti

•

Mark Cohen

•

Herb Fletcher

•

Joe Forte

•

Robert Russo

OANY

FDA Approves First
Generic of Restasis

P.O. Box 631
Oceanside, NY 11572
516-671-6883
Email: office@oany.org
Website: www.oany.org

February 2, 2022, INVISION Staff
Restasis generated revenue of $1.29B last year.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved the first generic
version of AbbVie Inc.’s Restasis, a medication for dry eye.
“Restasis has been approved for use in the U.S. for nearly 20 years, but
until today, there was no approved generic product of this drug that can
help the millions of Americans who suffer from dry eyes,” said Sally Choe,
Ph.D., director of the Office of Generic Drugs in FDA’s Center for Drug
Evaluation and Research. “Today’s approval reflects the FDA’s continued
commitment to advancing patient access to lower-cost, high-quality
generic drug products that are as safe and effective as their brand name
counterparts. Supporting development and expanding opportunities to
bring complex generic drugs to the market is a major focus of our efforts
to help improve competition and help lower drug prices.”

OANY Officers
President:

Anthony Fulco

Vice President

Paul Heller

Treasurer:

David Cohen

Secretary:

Judith Deucht

Directors:

Mark Cohen
Phil Feldman
Steven Lehrer
Alan Smith

Past Presidents:
Paul Heller
2016-2019

The sponsor of the generic version of cyclosporine ophthalmic emulsion
0.05% single-use vials is Mylan Pharmaceuticals Inc.

Steven Lehrer
2014-2016

Reuters reports that Restasis brought AbbVie revenue of $1.29 billion in
2021.
____________________________________________________________

Judith Deucht
2012-2014
Joseph Monestere
2010-2012

Keratoconjunctivitis sicca, or dry eye, happens when a person’s eyes don’t
make enough tears to stay wet, or when the tears are not of the correct
consistency. Cyclosporine ophthalmic emulsion is a commonly prescribed
immunomodulator with anti-inflammatory effects that generally helps to
increase tear production in these patients.

Anthony Rebaldo
2008-2010
Peter Bacotti
2005-2008
2019-2021
Newsletter:

General Information
• The Opticians Alliance of New York
meets the 3rd Thursday of the month.
Schedule, sponsors, and speakers are
subject to change.

send in your check today. Better yet, if
you’re attending our upcoming meeting,
you can pay by either check or credit
card. If you’re writing a check from your
business, we kindly request that you
clearly print your name on your check so
we can properly credit you. We regret
that if your dues is not paid and up to
date, you will not receive your CE
credits.

• It is the responsibility of all members to
sign in at the beginning of the meeting.
This means sign-in on at least 2 sheets
and sometimes 3. You will not receive
credit for the continuing education
course if you are not signed in. Our CE
provider and that of the New York State • Donated gifts for our raffle are greatly
appreciated and will be acknowledged
Education Department prohibit issuance
of credits to anyone who has not
• Check your e-mail daily or call any
properly signed in or has not stayed for
member of the Executive Board for
the complete course.
updates to our schedule for our
upcoming meeting.
• ·If you have received a notice that your
membership has to be renewed, please
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Editor:

Mark Cohen

Official Photographer:

Drew Washton

Regional
Office of Professional Discipline
250 Veterans Memorial Highway Room 3A-15
Hauppauge, NY 11788
Phone: 631-952-7422
Complaint Hot Line: 800-442-8106

NYS Education Department
Thania Fernandez
Executive Secretary for the State Board
In Ophthalmic Dispensing
The New York State Education Department
89 Washington Ave. 2nd Floor
Albany, NY 12234
Phone: 518-474-3817 extension 180
Fax 518-402-5944

ATTENTION: Hometown Insurance Agency
is the preferred and endorsed insurance vendor
for OANY members.

Receive Preferred Insurance Rates for:
Liability Insurance • Property Insurance
Opticians Professional • Employment Practices • Umbrella
Workers Comp • Business Auto • Personal Insurance

We leverage your group’s buying power with
expert coverage analysis and recommendations.

Contact:

James Small - Licensed Insurance Advisor
jsmall@hometowninsurance.com
(631) 589-0100 ext. 323 | Cell: (631) 624-5173

5 Orville Drive, Suite 400
Bohemia, NY 11716
www.hometowninsurance.com

The Year Was 1955

Did you hear the post office is
thinking about charging 7 cents
just to mail a letter?

Did you see where
some baseball player
just signed a contract
for $50,000 a year just
to play ball? It
wouldn't surprise me
if someday they'll be
making more than the
President.

If they raise the
minimum wage
to $1.00, nobody
will be able
to hire outside
help at the store.

I'm afraid the
Volkswagen car is going
to open the door to a
whole lot of foreign
business.

I never thought I'd see the
day all our kitchen
appliances would be
electric. They're even
making electric
typewriters now.

(Continued from page 1)

work to make CE’s accessible but understand the
need to bring you seminars that are truly educational
and interesting. I for one believe that we all have
had enough product presentations to last a lifetime.
We need to present you with thought provoking
current business ideas or seminars that expose us to
techniques that lead to self-improvement. I for one
strongly believe that continuing education must go
beyond optical products and services.
As for OANY, we rely heavily on our vendors.

When I first started
driving, who would
have thought gas
would someday
cost 25 cents a
gallon? Guess
we'd be better off
leaving the car in
the garage.

The fast food restaurant
is convenient for a
quick meal, but I
seriously doubt they
will ever catch on.

Without their support we cannot survive. Their
dollars enable us to have meetings, develop
continuing ed, and have a newsletter as well as other
items. So please, consider them and using their
products.
In closing, thank you for your continued support of
OANY. Please feel free to reach out as we sincerely
appreciate your valued input and ideas.

Anthony Fulco

Never Taking Our
Vision For Granted
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Pictures from our Dec Meeting

Joe Monestere

Victor Weinstein

Stacey Forur,
Steve Lehrer

Stuart Becker

David Cohen, left,
Anthony Fulco

Left to right, Chuck Abramson, Alan Smith, Anthony Rebaldo

Thank you to our sponsor and our speaker

Dan Vogel
Thanks to Dynamic
Labs for sponsoring
our December
meeting
Photos by Drew Washton
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Barry Santini
Thank you for
precenting our CE
presentation

Your Eyes,
Our Expertise
OCLI is a world-renowned, multi-specialty
eye care team, where your vision is our
top priority. Our mission is to enable
people to enjoy life more fully through
improving and restoring vision.

OCLI has numerous locations across Long Island and Manhattan.
To schedule an eye examination,
Call 1-866-SEE-OCLI (1-866-733-6254) or visit ocli.net

SVP 64704 Optician's Alliance Journal_r1.indd 1

Specialties
Laser Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Treatment & Management
All-Laser LASIK
Corneal Disease Treatment
Retinal Disease Management
Dry Eye Treatment Center of Excellence
Ocular Allergy Testing
Cosmetic & Reconstructive Oculoplastic Surgery
Neuro Ophthalmology
Diabetic Eye Care

Industry-leading technology. World-class eye care.

10/25/19 3:28 PM

POLYCARBONATE COMPOSITE
SEGMENTED MULTIFOCAL
LENSES:

FT28 Bifocal
FT35 Bifocal
7 x 28 Trifocal

WHAT’S NEW?
Transitions® Signature® VII FT28 bifocal, FT35 bifocal and
7 x 28 trifocal lenses are now available in polycarbonate
composite material, in both gray and brown.
This means even more segmented multifocal lens wearers
can enjoy the unsurpassed photochromic performance of
Transitions Signature VII lenses!

GOOD TO KNOW:
Transitions Signature VII polycarbonate composite
technology now available in FT28 and FT35 bifocal
and 7 x 28 trifocal lenses
Unique photochromic Trivex layer uses Chromea7™ technology
to provide unsurpassed Transitions Signature VII performance
Choice of gray or brown
Processes just like polycarbonate
1.59 Index: Same as polycarbonate

Polycarbonate

Photochromic Trivex®
front surface
This thin layer of
specially adapted
Trivex® has been
optimized for superb
photochromic
performance.

Superb segment cosmetics
Integral chemical bond will not separate
Excellent impact resistance

Available exclusively from Younger Optics.
Call 800-366-5367 to order.
Photochromic performance is influenced by temperature, UV exposure and lens material. Transitions, Signature and the swirl are registered trademarks and
Chromea7 is a trademark of Transitions Optical, Inc., used under license by Transitions Optical Limited. Trivex is a registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc.

YOUR LOCAL LAB THAT MAKES IT EASIER TO DO BUSINESS
We are New York!

Providing personalized service to independent eye care professionals with quality
products, advanced technology and outstanding customer care.

47-00 33RD Street
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11101
Tel 800-221-4170 | Fax 718-685-0404
www.21stcenturyoptics.com

Shower Thoughts
This month we present “Shower Thoughts.” What do you think about when you're taking a
shower? Here’s a sampling. Thanks to Peter Bacotti for sending these. Do you have any
“Shower Thoughts” you would like to share with us? Just send them to me and I’ll publish
them a future newsletter. E-mail to: moodymet@aol.com.
1. Somewhere there must be 2 bots stuck in an infinite loop of auto-reply spam for eternity.
2. “CPR can be performed to the beat of either ‘Staying Alive’ or ‘Another One Bites the Dust’
depending on if you are optimistic or pessimistic.
3. “Maybe superheroes wear capes to hide the zipper on the back of their onesie.
4. “If lab-grown meat becomes the norm, our children and grandchildren will probably think we're monsters for killing and eating
animals.
5. “Because of the fact you exist, and your line survived, there is a high chance you had a good warrior among your ancestors.”
6. You can tell how bad inflation has been over the years by how much money people steal in heist movies of their times.
7. “If you're wearing noise-canceling headphones and someone has to wave at you to get your attention, you have gone from
being voice-activated to being motion-activated.
8. “The person standing in front of you is technically the person standing the furthest behind you.
9. “Trees are the earth’s lungs and even look like the bronchus/bronchiole/trachea inside our lungs.
10. “If you stare at the sun long enough, you get a dog.

via Reddit

Legislative Report and Other
Important News in Our Industry

A Little Humor

By Anthony Rebaldo, Legislative Committee
• From ABO-NCLE regarding removing license in other
states. ABO-NCLE says there are 23 licensing states as of
now and there is no intention in removing those 23 states
for opticians.
• At the NYC college advisory board meeting, it was stated
that those students taking NY licensing examination had 93%
passing rate last year.
• Non licensed personnel are permitted to work with frame selection and
making appointments. However, by state law they are not allowed to fill
eyeglass and or contact lens Rx’s, take any pd and bifocal measurements. That
must be done by a licensed certified Ophthalmic Dispenser.
• 1-800 contacts have announced the formation of a standalone business, Luna
solutions, focused on providing technology and services to third parties in the
vision industry for new and renewal glasses and contacts prescriptions,
eyewear virtual try-on, a digital pupillary distance tool glasses and contacts
fulfillment.
• Vision Path Inc, doing business as Hubble Contacts, has been ordered to pay
$1.5 million in civil penalties and $2 million in consumer redress as part of a
federal settlement that the online contact lens company violated the fairness
to contact lens consumers act and the FTC’s contact lens rule.
• State of Virginia’s OD's seeking approval for eye laser surgery.
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• Just once, I want a username and password
prompt to say, "Close enough."
• People who wonder if the glass is half
empty or half full, miss the point. The glass
is refillable.
• Never laugh at your spouse's choices. You
are one of them.
• Common sense is not a gift. t's a
punishment because you have to deal with
everyone else who doesn't have it.

WELCOME TO

Rochester Optical, now known as RLab, has an 80 year history of manufacturing
eyewear for the Independent Eye Care Professional. We are still true to our
heritage of independence and are proud to be serving you, our partners, as one
of the few remaining independent labs manufacturing in the USA. We provide
wholesale solutions for eye care professionals across the US, and our fullservice optical lab has the latest technology for surfacing, coating, and finishing
an infinite variety of exceptional and innovative eyeglass products. We offer
exclusive Free Form lens designs, Branded Lens designs, in-house coatings, as
well as Crizal offerings. In addition, we provide both branded and proprietary
frame products along with FREE next-day shipping.
Though we are still proud of our Rochester Optical history, we’ve listened to
valued customer feedback very intently over the last few years and are excited
to present to you how we’ve put that feedback into effect. What we heard
from you was Quality, Lead-time and Service. To deliver on these three guiding
principles, RLab invested millions of dollars in installing, repairing or rebuilding
virtually every piece of equipment in the lab, as well as rerouting our laboratory
operations; a process that continues today. We’ve introduced hundreds of new
exceptional products that give you the option of substitution at better cost or
providing the best branded products in the industry. We had changed ordering,
warranties, returns, expediting, customer service and sales. The only thing we
hadn’t changed, was the name.
During the Pandemic, we swiftly rerouted some production to PPE, offering
much needed equipment to front line personnel, as well as ECP’s and private
citizens, and launched a virtual catalog for you to use with your customers. In
short, there is nothing we have not changed and will not continue to change to
better service you, our partner.
We are still true to our independence and are proud of our heritage. If you were
a customer of Rochester Optical 5 years ago you simply would not recognize it
as the same entity we are today. The change to RLab is, in part, to share our new
and exciting story, to reflect the growing National nature of our business and to
cast our ship definitively forward on this new exceptional path. In short, if you
haven’t tried the new RLab you really don’t know RLAB.
You can rest assured that we will handle any job with expert quality, service, and
care. Our commitment is to you and you have our full support. Want to see our
improvements for yourself? Contact us and schedule a tour! We’d love to have
you here and show you what we have become.
R L AB | 1260 LYEL L AVE RO CH E STE R, NY 14 606 | (800) 820-6616 | WWW.RL AB.COM

OPTICAL SUPPLIES INC.

128 Leuning Street• South Hackensack, NJ 07606
Phone 800-445-3090 www.mhoptical.com Fax 800-235-3050

The Digital Surfacing Leader!
- All lenses digitally surfaced to exact Rx
- Five automated digital surfacing lines

You have seen all the ads and heard
all the info about digital lenses, are
you ready for our facts?
Our Lab is family owned and independent.
We offer you digitally designed lenses from
all major manufactures.
Very competitive pricing.

On-site Coating Labs!
- Granite Hard/Slick AR and ARP
- Crizal AR
- Zeiss Carat Advantage
- Flash Mirror Coating Blue,
Silver, and Gold

Authorized to surface digital designs from all
major manufactures including Varilux, Definity,
Zeiss, Seiko, Shamir and our own iForm lenses.
Serving the optical community for 75 years!
Can help you create your own brand for your
business.
Nation-wide delivery options available.

Local using Local Delivery Services!

DIGITAL SURFACING
FOR THE DIGITAL AGE
New Accounts Welcome!

Featuring a vast array
of bold colors, intricate
patterns and shapes, FYSH
is designed for the strong,
ambitious, game-changing
women who embrace
individual style and
seasonal trends.

With equal focus on fit,
function and aesthetics,
EVATIK eyewear for men
strikes the perfect balance
between comfort and luxury.
Custom architectural design
elements create a refined
look for the modern man.

Inspired by the modern
aesthetic of Scandinavian
design. It’s minimalistic style
is elevated with an array
of patterns, textures and
bold colors designed
for men and women
requiring narrow styling.

Life Italia Kids offers unparalleled
flexibility, durability, style
and fit. Created for kids who
are tough on their glasses,
while using hypoallergenic
materials to keep them safe.

With quality and style at the
forefront, the Superflex®
collection offers an affordable
range varying from elegant
classics to contemporary looks.

Superflex® KIDS puts the fun
back in function! Great Colors,
funky temple detailing,
and the latest styles makes
this collection a fun fashion
statement for trendy kids
and tweens.

1.855.455.0042 | www.WestGroupe.com | Sales@WestGroupe.com

First Class

The Opticians Alliance f New York
P.O. Box 631
Oceanside, NY 11572
516-671-6883
E-mail: office@oany.org
Website: www.oany.org

Please deliver by

